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Hope for cancer patients who want babies
New procedure
helps women in
chemotherapy to
preserve ovary
By POON CHIAN HUI
DOCTORS at Singapore General
Hospital (SGH) have, for the first
time here, used a breakthrough
method that preserves the ovary
of a woman while she undergoes
chemotherapy treatment.
The procedure involves extracting one ovary, then slicing it into
smaller pieces and keeping the tissue frozen for up to a few years,
and finally transplanting the tissue back into the patient’s body.
Dr Yu Su Ling, director of
SGH’s Centre for Assisted Reproduction (Care), said medical advances have led to higher survival
rates among cancer patients.
However, the treatment to
quell the disease often leads to early menopause, ovarian failure and
an inability to have children.
The new procedure has turned
the situation around, as the first
patient to undergo it here has
Care’s chief embryologist, Ms Amy Lee (above left), 45, removing the ovarian cortex so it can be cryogenically preserved. The tissue is sliced into ultra-thin strips before
found out.
The 40-year-old breast cancer cryoprotectant that prevents damage during freezing. The valves are then plunged into a tank of liquid nitrogen for storage (above right). ST PHOTOS: EDWARD TEO
survivor was already entering
menopause when her ovary was reIn 2010, her ovary was extract- ing liquid nitrogen, to about mi- procedure until a few years ago.
planted. Soon after, her menstrua- ed and stored before chemothera- nus 200 deg C and stored.
The first successful case was retion resumed, and now, she py treatment was started.
The patient then goes for treat- ported in 2000 in the United
should be able to conceive.
Twelve other women at SGH, ment and after she is free of the States. In 2004, a woman in Bel- WISH TO HAVE CHILDREN
The customer service officer, aged between 19 and 40, have had disease – usually at least two gium gave birth after undergoing
who wanted to be known only as their ovaries taken out and kept in years later – the slices are insert- the procedure. Since then, about If possible, I intend to
Madam Tan, said she is “very hap- deep freeze.
ed back into the remaining ovary, 20 women worldwide have ma- have children – and I
py to be back to normal”.
The extraction is done using which would most likely be dead naged to have babies this way.
“If possible, I intend to have keyhole surgery, a minimally inva- from the cancer treatment.
Associate Professor Tan Hak want to do it
children – and I want to do it natu- sive technique where surgical inMadam Tan had breast cancer, Koon, who heads SGH’s obstetrally,” said the childless Madam struments are inserted through but this procedure can help wo- rics and gynaecology department, naturally.
Tan, who has been married for small incisions in the body.
men with other forms of cancer said this option offers great hope – Madam Tan, a 40-year-old
five years.
The ovary is cut into thin strips too, said Dr Yu.
for younger and single women.
breast cancer survivor who was
She was 37 when she was diag- no thicker than 1mm each. This
The cost, including surgery
It can be devastating for young the first patient here to undergo
nosed with cancer, and decided to way, blood vessels can re-form and storage of the ovarian tissue, women in the “prime of their life” the orthotopic ovarian transplant
give orthotopic ovarian transplan- quickly after the transplant, said is between $7,400 and $13,500.
to lose their fertility and go procedure
tation a go after her doctor sug- Dr Yu.
Orthotopic ovarian transplanta- through menopause, he said.
chpoon@sph.com.sg
gested it.
The strips are super-cooled, us- tion was deemed an experimental

being placed inside valves filled with a

Associate Professor Tan Hak Koon
says the procedure offers great hope
for younger and single women.

RWS’ licence
renewed with
conditions
The lawyers for (from left) Gao, Liu, Wang and He will meet prosecutors in chambers next Friday to set trial dates. If they had accepted the prosecution’s offer to
amend their charges, they would have been accused of taking part in the Nov 26 illegal strike, rather than instigating it. ST PHOTOS: SEAH KWANG PENG

Former SMRT bus drivers refuse to plead guilty
By JERMYN CHOW
THE four alleged ringleaders of
last November’s illegal bus strike
look set to go to trial after they rebuffed the prosecution’s earlier offer to amend their charges and refused to plead guilty yesterday.
Their lawyers will meet prosecutors in chambers next Friday to
set trial dates.
If they had accepted the offer,
the four men, Gao Yue Qiang, 32,
Liu Xiangying, 33, Wang Xianjie,
39, and He Jun Ling, 32, would

have been accused of taking part
in the Nov 26 illegal strike, rather
than instigating it.
But both the offences still carry
the same maximum penalty of a
year in jail and a $2,000 fine.
The four men are among 171
drivers from China who took part
in the strike on Nov 26 and the 88
who stayed away again the following day. All four were at the
pre-trial conference at the Subordinate Court yesterday, along
with Chinese Embassy officials.
He’s lawyer Choo Zheng Xi

told reporters after the meeting
that he needed more time to consult his client and had requested
that the Feb 8 pre-trial conference be pushed back but this was
turned down by the judge.
He disclosed that he was in the
midst of translating some 200 pages of messages in Chinese that
were posted by about 100 SMRT
bus drivers, including He, on Chinese social networking portal QQ
to get more information to prepare his defence.
“It is just not possible to com-

plete the process by Feb 8,” he
said.
When asked about He’s allegation of being punched when he
was in police custody, Mr Choo
said he might refer to them in
court if the trial goes ahead.
Liu’s lawyer Mark Goh said yesterday his client is likely to still
plead not guilty and claim trial.
Separately, Gao discharged his
lawyer Tan Wen Hsien and is said
to be looking for another lawyer
to represent him.
jermync@sph.com.sg

Fined for spewing vulgarities during bid to get parking fine waived
By AMELIA TENG
A MAN, upset over a parking fine,
had a run-in with the authorities
and ended up spewing vulgarities
at the staff he dealt with.
The judge had ordered Chandran Natesan to undergo a year of
mandatory psychiatric treatment
when the case was heard last year
as he was found to have been suf-

fering from acute psychosis.
But he did not keep to the treatment nor take his medicine while
overseas. And he did not go for
his appointments at the Institute
of Mental Health.
The treatment order has since
been revoked and he was fined
$29,000 on Jan 16 this year. He is
serving one month and nine
weeks in jail in place of the fine.

The case began with his e-mail
request to the Housing Board to
waive his parking fine. On Jan 21,
2010, after a female employee rejected his appeal, he replied with
a string of expletives. He did the
same to a male staff the next day.
On Feb 10, he called the HDB
hotline and asked about his fine.
A female staff told him his season
parking ticket had been cancelled.

SPH Red Apple Day comes round again
By DEBBIE LEE
WITH his fair skin, UFM 100.3
DJ Ken thought his vein could be
easily located the last time he donated blood.
The blood vessel, however,
proved elusive. Nurses had to
poke both his arms a few times
to find one.
Shrugging it off, he said: “A
lot of people need my blood, so
it’s okay. Donating blood is a basic responsibility I should fulfil.”
The 28-year-old DJ will be
one of the blood donors at the
SPH Red Apple Day next Tues-

day, a biannual blood donation
drive.
People who want to donate
blood can go to the SPH News
Centre Auditorium between
noon and 5pm that day.
SPH staff will do their bit earlier, from 11am.
The event is dubbed Red Apple Day after the proverbial apple
that keeps the doctor away.
Blood donors will each receive a
red apple after their contributions.
This is the 15th time SPH has
organised Red Apple Day with
the Singapore Red Cross.

The previous one, held in July
last year, collected 165 units of
blood from 277 donors.
The Blood Bank needs about
400 units of blood daily to meet
patients’ transfusion needs, but
may receive only 280-300 units
a day during the festive season,
said the Singapore Red Cross.
Hence, it hopes members of
the public will come forward.
Those wishing to donate
blood must be between the ages
of 16 and 60, weigh more than
45kg and have been free of illnesses in the past three weeks.
ldebbie@sph.com.sg

THE authorities have renewed
Resorts World Sentosa’s (RWS)
casino licence for another three
years but have also mandated
that it further boost measures to
comply with regulations.
A spokesman for the Casino
Regulatory Authority (CRA) said
RWS’ compliance record was
among the many factors considered when it was processing the
application.
“In renewing RWS’ casino licence, CRA has imposed additional requirements on RWS to
put in place more robust structures and processes aimed at
strengthening its overall compliance of our laws and regulations,” she said.
The CRA also said yesterday
that RWS had fulfilled the criteria set out in the Casino Control
Act, such as the need for a company to be of good reputation
and financially-sound in order
to run a casino.
An RWS spokesman said yesterday that the company is committed to upholding Singapore’s

laws and regulations.
To fulfil a condition of the licence renewal, it has strengthened its compliance team and
set up a compliance committee.
It has also put in place a whistle-blowing framework to allow
employees to report confidentially any instances of non-compliance.
Since opening in February
2010, RWS has had to pay more
than $1.5 million in penalties for
various breaches, including failing to maintain its surveillance
systems as required by the CRA,
allowing minors and those on exclusion orders to enter the casino and reimbursing the casino
entry levy.
Just last year, the casino operator had to cough up $600,000
for giving freebies to some
3,400 patrons who had renewed
their $2,000 annual levy with
RWS.
Three RWS employees were
also charged for trying to cover
up the case.
NG KAI LING

He then hurled vulgarities at her.
The next month, he called the
Land Transport Authority hotline
three times and used expletives.
The police were alerted to his
behaviour. During investigation,
they found 373 pornographic videos in his laptop at home. Chandran faced seven charges, including insulting public servants.
ateng@sph.com.sg

45-min delay on
East-West Line
PASSENGERS were delayed by
about 45 minutes yesterday on a
stretch of the East-West Line.
West-bound trains from Jurong East to Joo Koon started at
6am instead of 5.14am owing to a
stalled maintenance vehicle, said
an SMRT spokesman.
The rail operator deployed free
buses between the affected stations, and made announcements
to keep commuters informed of
the delay.
It apologised for the inconvenience caused.

Judicial Commissioner sworn in
Mr Lionel Yee, 46, being sworn in as Judicial
Commissioner of the Supreme Court by
President Tony Tan Keng Yam at the Istana
yesterday.
Mr Yee, who will serve in the role for a year,
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Law degree
from the University of Cambridge in 1988 while
on a Public Service Commission Overseas Merit
Scholarship. Previously, he was director-general
of the Attorney-General’s Chambers’
International Affairs Division.
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